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SECRET PHNOM PENH 943 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: MOPS, CB 

SUBJECT: SIXTEENTH DAY OF KC DRY SEASON OFFENSIVE 
REF: PHNOM PENH 885 

1. SUMMARY. THE MILITARY SITUATION WAS GENERALLY QUIET. KC 
PRESSURE SLACKED OFF CONSIDERABLY IN THE EMBATTLED NEAK LUONG 
AREA. FANK HELICOPTERS HAVE BROUGHT REINFORCEMENTS TO AND 
BEGUN LIMITED EVACUATIONS FROM THE ROUTE 4 GARRISON OF KOMPONG 
SEILA WHICH HAS BEEN ENCIRCLED SINCE MAY. 1974. END SUMMARY. 

2. THE MILITARY SITUATION AROUND PHNOM PENH WAS QUIET. KC 
PRESSURE ALSO SLACKENED CONSIDERABLY IN THE NEAK LUONG AREA ON 
THE LOWER MEKONG ALTHOUGH FRIENDLY POSITIONS ARE STILL RECEIVING 
ATTACKS BY FIRE. 

3. THE KC FIRED NINE ROCKETS AT POCHENTONG AIRFIELD DURING 
THE EVENING OF JANUARY 15. ALL LANDED SHORT, BUT RE- 
SULTED IN SIXTEEN PERSONS WOUNDED. ON JANUARY 16, FIVE 
UNIDENTIFIED ROUNDS, THOUGHT TO BE FROM A 75MM RECOILLESS 
RIFLE WERE FIRED AT POCHENTONG, ALSO LANDING SHORT. 
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4. ENEMY TROOPS ARE STILL DUG-IN ON THE EAST BANK OF 
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THE MEKONG OPPOSITE PHNOM PENH DESPITE DAILY, HEAVY AIR 
ATTACKS AGAINST THEIR POSITIONS. FANK HAS REPORTED KILL- 
ING 71 KC IN THIS AREA DURING THE PAST SEVERAL DAYS. 

5. THE GARRISON OF KOMPONG SEILA ON ROUTE 4 SOUTH OF 
THE PICH NIL PASS HAS BEEN ENCIRCLED SINCE MAY, 1974. 

IT HAS UPON OCCASION BEEN SUBJECTED TO KC ATTACKS BY 
FIRE OF UP TO ONE THOUSAND ROUNDS PER DAY. ON JANUARY 12, 
OUTSIDE CONTACT WAS MADE FOR THE FIRST TIME SINCE MAY 
AS AN EIGHT-MAN SPECIAL FORCES TEAM WAS INSERTED INTO 
KOMPONG SEILA. ON JANUARY 15, KHMER AIR FORCE HELI- 
COPTERS BROUGHT IN REINFORCEMENTS, AND EVACUATED SOME 
OF THE WOUNDED. THE MILITARY REGION COMMANDER PROMOTED 
THE GARRISON COMMANDER TO BRIGADIER GENERAL ON THE SPOT. 
MORALE IS REPORTEDLY HIGH. ALTHOUGH THERE HAVE BEEN 
SOME DEATHS FROM MALNUTRITION. THERE ARE ALSO 9,000 
CIVILIANS AND 815 MILITARY IN THE GARRISON. REPORTED 
CASUALTIES ARE 390 KILLED AND 200 WOUNDED. (NOTE: 

FANK IS TREATING THIS INFORMATION AS VERY SENSITIVE 
IN ORDER TO FACILITATE ONGOING EVACUATIONS FROM THE 
GARRISON.) 

DEAN 
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